
 
 
 
 
 

Kathmandu Metropolitan City 

City Planning Commission (CPC) 

Metropolitan Research Fellowship Program   

Program Document - Fiscal Year 2082/083 

1. Background 

To advance evidence-based policy making, Kathmandu Metropolitan City (KMC) endorsed the Metropolitan Research 
Fellowship (MRF) Procedures, 2076, which define the legal basis, structure, and implementation process for mobilizing 
researchers within the metropolitan city. These procedures guide eligibility, evaluation, selection, research conduct, 
reporting, and institutional responsibilities. 

For FY 2082/083, KMC intends to expand and operationalize the MRF as a Metropolitan City Research Fellowship, 
assigning 10 Research Fellows across the 10 transformation Topics. Each Fellow will generate baseline data, policy 
insights, indicator frameworks, and pilot concepts that directly support the Metropolitan City Roadmap. 

2. Purpose of the Fellowship 

The Metropolitan Research Fellowship (MRF) aims to: 

 Strengthen policy research, evidence generation, and innovation within KMC. 
 Build a network of emerging urban scholars, planners, researchers, engineers, and analysts. 
 Generate datasets, international benchmarks, and pilot concepts for municipal planning. 

3. Objectives 

 Mobilize qualified researchers to conduct Topic-wise studies for FY 2082/083. 
 Generate actionable outputs, including baseline reports, KPIs, benchmarks, and policy recommendations. 
 Strengthen the internal capacity of KMC departments through technical mentorship and collaboration. 

4. Scope of Research  

Each Research Fellow (RF) will be assigned following one topic. Each topic will be supervised by a Mentor—a senior 
expert from academia, professional bodies, or government agencies. 

Topic-wise Research Themes:  

1. Urban Governance & Global Competitiveness: E-governance, digital public services, city diplomacy, benchmarking 
and performance systems. 

2. Cultural Diversity & Cosmopolitan Identity: Cultural mapping, heritage and creative economy, global city branding 
and identity. 

3. Urban Livability & Quality of Life: Livability indicators, public open spaces, housing systems, solid waste and water 
management. 

4. Economic Vitality & Innovation: Startup ecosystems, innovation districts, and creative industries development. 
5. Mobility & Urban Infrastructure: Transit-oriented development (TOD), electric mobility corridors, pedestrian-

friendly urban design. 
6. Environment, Climate & Resilience: Net-zero strategies, disaster risk reduction (DRR), climate finance and nature-

based solutions (NbS). 
7. Social Inclusion & Equity: Inclusive urban design, participatory budgeting, and social equity measurement 

frameworks. 
8. Education & Cultural Exchange: School modernization, community learning centers, and international academic 

exchange programs. 
9. Safety, Health & Well-Being: Safe City systems, urban public health strengthening, integrated emergency response 

mechanisms. 
10. Monitoring, Data & Institutional Support: City observatory systems, key performance indicators (KPIs), open data 

platforms, and performance dashboards. 

5. Fellowship Structure 

 Research Fellows: 10 Researchers (one for each topic) 
 Mentors: 10 Mentors, each guiding one topic team (From academia, professional societies, government experts) 
 Institutional Arrangement: MRF management and operation committee (MRF Committee)  

6. Application & Selection Procedure 



6.1 Eligibility Criteria 

 Nepali citizen 
 Must have completed at least a Master’s degree from a recognized university  
 Have a minimum of two years of experience, study, or research in the relevant field. 
 Demonstrated research, writing, and analytical abilities 
 Commitment to full-time participation for the fellowship duration 

6.2 Required Documents 

 Application Letter 
 Research Proposal 
 Copy of Citizenship 
 Academic Transcripts & Certificates 
 Curriculum Vitae (CV) 
 Writing Sample (Optional, but encouraged) 
 Two references (Optional, but encouraged)  

6.3. Structure of the Research Proposal 

The research proposal, including the cover page, must not exceed 15 pages. For the research proposal to be clear and 
complete, it must include the following components: 

 Title 
 Background of the Research 
 Research Problem / Statement / Question 
 Objectives of the Research 
 Rationale / Justification of the Research 
 Literature Review 
 Research Methodology 
 Scope and Limitations 
 Expected Outcomes and Potential Impact 
 Timeline 
 References 

6.4 Application and Evaluation Process 

 Application submission through email.  
 Preliminary eligibility screening by MRF committee 
 Document evaluation using MRF scoring framework: 

 Academic relevance  
 Proposal / research interest  
 Skills and experience  
 Proposal Defense  

 Proposal defense to CPC or Expert. 
 Final selection and assignment. 

7. Tentative Activities & Timeline 

Timeline Activity 

Month 1 Orientation, mentor assignment, research framework approval 

Month 2 Baseline assessment, field visits, data collection 

Month 3–4 Analysis 

Month 5 Draft report, peer review, mentor feedback 

Month 6 Final report, presentation, and publication 

8. Roles & Responsibilities 

8.1 Research Fellows  

 Conduct topic-specific research and field data collection 
 Develop framework and methodology 
 Submit periodic progress reports, draft and final reports 
 Maintain ethical and professional standards 

8.2 Mentors 

 Provide technical guidance and supervision 



 Endorse research framework and methodology 
 Review drafts, validate findings, and ensure technical quality 
 Support final presentation and documentation 

9. Fellowship Amount  

Each researcher shall receive a fellowship amount of up to NPR 150,000 (One Hundred and Fifty Thousand), inclusive of 
tax. The fellowship amount shall be paid in four installments as per the decision of the MRF Committee and according to 
the payment schedule mentioned below.  

 After submission and approval of the study proposal 
 After submission of the interim presentation and interim report 
 After submission of the pre-final presentation and draft report 
 After making the final presentation and submitting the final report in the workshop organized by the Commission 

10. Ethical Requirements  

 Maintain confidentiality of municipal and personal data 
 Ensure factual accuracy and proper citation of sources 
 Maintain non-political, research-neutral objectivity 
 Obtain formal approval for any field data collection 
 Follow Kathmandu Metropolitan City’s data governance standards 
 Avoid conflict of interest and maintain professional conduct 

11. Topic-Wise Potential Research Areas 

1 – Urban Governance & Global Competitiveness: 

Overall Objective: To evaluate KMC’s existing governance ecosystem and develop actionable recommendations for 
policy reform, institutional strengthening, and system modernization to improve digital governance and global 
competitiveness. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Review existing governance structures, legal frameworks, and municipal service delivery systems. 
 Assess the effectiveness of current e-governance platforms, digital services, and workflow automation mechanisms. 
 Analyze models of city diplomacy, international collaboration, and benchmarking practices. 
 Examine constraints to ease of doing business at the municipal level and identify reform opportunities. 
 Develop a Governance Modernization Framework and a Digital Transformation Roadmap for KMC. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Governance System Baseline Assessment Report 
 Digital Governance Performance Indicator (KPI) Framework 
 City Diplomacy and International Engagement Strategy 
 Digital Transformation and Governance Reform Action Plan 

2 – Cultural Diversity & Cosmopolitan Identity: 

Objective: To develop a comprehensive Cultural Diversity and Cosmopolitan Identity Framework to strategically 
position Kathmandu as a globally recognized cultural and creative city. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Conduct systematic cultural asset mapping, including heritage sites, festivals, creative industries, and cultural 
corridors. 

 Analyze levels of cultural diversity, multicultural representation, and opportunities for international cultural exchange. 
 Identify place-branding and cosmopolitan identity strategies rooted in local heritage and creative economy strengths. 
 Assess the role of embassies, cultural institutions, and international networks in promoting Kathmandu globally. 
 Conceptualize Kathmandu Global Week as an annual flagship international cultural event. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Cultural Diversity and Creative Assets Baseline Report 
 Heritage and Creative Economy Integration Matrix 
 Cosmopolitan City Branding and Identity Framework 
 International Cultural Cooperation and Partnership Strategy 

3 – Urban Livability & Quality of Life 

Objective: To assess livability conditions across Kathmandu and develop practical strategies to improve housing, public 
spaces, mobility, environmental services, and access to essential urban amenities. 

Indicative Research Tasks 



 Evaluate the condition and distribution of public spaces, parks, walkability, housing density, and municipal services. 
 Localize and assess the applicability of the 15-Minute City concept within Kathmandu’s urban structure. 
 Develop and apply livability indicators related to cleanliness, infrastructure quality, and accessibility. 
 Identify operational and institutional gaps in solid waste management and water supply systems. 
 Recommend interventions to support compact development, mixed-use planning, and green neighborhood design. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 City Livability Index  
 Ward-Level Livability Assessment Maps 
 Open Space and Public Amenities Improvement Plan 
 Policy Brief on 15-Minute City Implementation for Kathmandu 

4 – Economic Vitality & Innovation 

Objective: To assess Kathmandu Metropolitan City’s economic landscape and develop strategic interventions that 
promote entrepreneurship, activate innovation districts, and scale creative and knowledge-based industries. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Analyze the role and performance of SMEs, cooperatives, creative industries, and the tourism economy. 
 Identify suitable locations and develop planning frameworks for Innovation Zones, startup hubs, and co-working 

spaces. 
 Assess trends in e-commerce, digital payments, and smart financing in the urban economy. 
 Formulate strategies to promote youth entrepreneurship and nurture knowledge-based industries. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Economic Vitality and Competitiveness Baseline Report 
 Startup and Innovation Ecosystem Development Strategy 
 Creative Economy Growth Roadmap 
 Smart Municipal Financing and Investment Policy Brief 

 5 – Mobility & Urban Infrastructure 

Objective: To support sustainable urban mobility and infrastructure reforms through Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD), electric mobility, pedestrian prioritization, and intelligent traffic management systems. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Analyze travel patterns, traffic congestion points, and the condition of municipal transport infrastructure. 
 Assess the feasibility and spatial suitability of Transit-Oriented Development zones. 
 Review existing electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure and identify priority EV corridors. 
 Evaluate pedestrian facilities, road safety, and non-motorized transport networks. 
 Propose smart mobility solutions and traffic management innovations. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Urban Mobility and Infrastructure Baseline Report 
 TOD Feasibility and Spatial Assessment Report 
 Electric Vehicle (EV) Corridor Development Plan 
 Pedestrianization and Non-Motorized Transport Strategy 
 Urban Mobility Performance Indicator Framework 

6 – Environment, Climate & Resilience 

Objective: To develop strategic pathways for transforming Kathmandu into a climate-resilient, environmentally 
sustainable, and low-carbon city. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Analyze climate risks, air and water pollution, solid waste management systems, and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 Assess the feasibility and policy requirements for achieving the Net-Zero Kathmandu 2050 vision. 
 Identify and evaluate opportunities for nature-based solutions (NbS), including urban forestry, river restoration, and 

green corridors. 
 Review existing disaster risk reduction (DRR) systems and their integration into urban planning and development 

controls. 
 Propose climate-responsive budgeting and financing mechanisms. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Environment and Climate Baseline Assessment Report 
 Air-Quality and Emission Reduction Strategy 



 Urban Green Infrastructure and NbS Action Plan 
 Urban Resilience Indicator Framework 
 Climate Budgeting and Green Finance Framework 

7 – Social Inclusion & Equity 

Objective: To strengthen social inclusion across urban planning, budgeting, service delivery, and public infrastructure in 
Kathmandu Metropolitan City. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Assess the socio-economic conditions of women, persons with disabilities, senior citizens, children, and other 
vulnerable groups. 

 Review existing participatory planning and budgeting mechanisms and identify opportunities for strengthening 
community engagement. 

 Evaluate accessibility and universal design standards in public buildings, transport systems, and open spaces. 
 Develop and pilot a Social Equity Index tailored to KMC’s urban context. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Social Inclusion and Equity Baseline Report 
 Kathmandu Social Equity Index Framework 
 Inclusive and Accessible Infrastructure Design Guidelines 
 Policy Recommendations on Inclusive Planning and Budgeting 

8 – Education & Cultural Exchange 

Objective: To strengthen public education systems and promote international academic and cultural exchange to enhance 
learning outcomes and global connectivity for Kathmandu. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Assess the status and quality of public-school learning environments. 
 Evaluate opportunities for establishing Learning Centers, Innovation Labs, and Community Education Hubs. 
 Design frameworks for Global School and University Partnerships and exchange programs. 
 Propose a Youth Fellowship and Academic Research Engagement Model to promote leadership and innovation. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Education System Baseline Assessment Report 
 School and Learning Environments. Mapping 
 Global Education Partnership and Exchange Framework 
 Youth Fellowship and Academic Exchange Program Proposal 

9 – Safety, Health & Well-Being 

Objective: To enhance urban safety, strengthen municipal health systems, improve emergency response capacity, and 
promote mental health and overall well-being in Kathmandu Metropolitan City. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Assess requirements and gaps in the Safe City system, including CCTV coverage, command and control centers, 
sensors, and emergency response platforms. 

 Review municipal health infrastructure, sanitation services, disease surveillance systems, and clinic operations. 
 Evaluate the availability and effectiveness of mental health and psychosocial support services. 
 Develop integrated safety, health, and wellness programs aligned with urban risks and community needs. 

Expected Research Outputs 

 Urban Health and Safety Baseline Assessment Report 
 Safe City System Strengthening and Enhancement Plan 
 Mental Health, Psychosocial Support, and Wellness Strategy 
 Emergency and Disaster Response Integration Framework 

10 – Monitoring, Data & Institutional Support 

Objective: To strengthen monitoring and evaluation systems, operationalize the City Observatory, and improve 
performance management and institutional capacity across Kathmandu Metropolitan City. 

Indicative Research Tasks 

 Design Topic-wise Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) aligned with the Cosmopolitan City Roadmap. 
 Support the development of open data platforms, digital dashboards, and real-time reporting systems. 
 Assess institutional gaps and capacity needs of the Program Management Unit (PMU), departments, and ward offices. 
 Contribute to the preparation of annual performance reports, monitoring frameworks, and internal audits. 



Expected Research Outputs 

 KMC Performance Indicator Matrix  
 City Observatory Design and Operational Framewore 
 Cosmopolitan City Performance Dashboard  
 Institutional Capacity Assessment and Strengthening Report 

12.  Application Deadline 

Within 35 days from the date of publication of this notice. 

13. Submission Address 

City Planning Commission (CPC) 
Kathmandu Metropolitan City 
Email: cpc@kathmandu.gov.np 

Contact 

For more information: 
City Planning Commission Secretariat 
Kathmandu Metropolitan City 
Email: kathmanducpc@gmail.com 

 

Annexes  

1. Format of Curriculum Vitae. 

2. Evaluation Score Sheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kathmandu Metropolitan City 

Metropolitan Research Fellowship Program for Fiscal Year 2082/083 

Curriculum Vitae 
SECTION A: PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Field Details 

Full Name 
 

Date of Birth (BS) 
 

Gender ☐ Male ☐ Female ☐ Other 

Citizenship Number _______________________________ 

Permanent Address Province _______ District _______ Municipality/Ward _______ 

Current Address 
 

Contact Number 
 

Email 
 

Emergency Contact Person 
 

Emergency Contact Number 
 

SECTION B: ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 

1. Education Background 

Level Institution Degree/Program Year Completed Percentage/GPA 

School     

Intermediate      

Bachelor 
    

Master’s  
    

Other Training/Certifications 
    

 

SECTION C: RESEARCH PREFERENCES 

Preferred Research Topic (Select one): 

☐ Urban Governance & Global Competitiveness 

☐ Cultural Diversity & Cosmopolitan Identity 

☐ Urban Livability & Quality of Life 

☐ Economic Vitality & Innovation 

☐ Mobility & Urban Infrastructure 

☐ Environment, Climate & Resilience 

☐ Social Inclusion & Equity 

☐ Education & Cultural Exchange 

☐ Safety, Health & Well-Being 

☐ Monitoring, Data & Institutional Support 

 

SECTION D: RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Have you conducted any research previously? 

☐ Yes  ☐ No 

If Yes, please specify: 

Title of Research / Project Organization / University Year Key Role 

    

    

    

 



Attach a writing sample or previous research  

☐ Attached  ☐ Not Submitted 

 

SECTION E: SKILLS & COMPETENCIES 

Rate your skills (1 = Basic, 5 = Advanced): 

Skill 1 2 3 4 5 

Research & Data Analysis ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Report Writing ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

GIS / Mapping ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Statistical Tools (SPSS, R, Excel) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Urban Planning / Policy Knowledge ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Communication Skills ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Presentation Skills ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

SECTION F: DOCUMENTS TO BE ATTACHED 

☐ Application Letter 

☐ Research Proposal 

☐ Copy of Citizenship 

☐ Academic Transcripts & Certificates 

☐ Writing Sample (Optional, but encouraged) 

☐ Recommendation Letter (Optional, but encouraged) 

SECTION G: DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that: 

All information provided in this application is true, complete, and accurate. 

I understand that false or misleading information may lead to rejection or termination of the fellowship. 

If selected, I agree to follow the Metropolitan Research Fellowship Program Procedures, 2076, all guidelines of KMC, 
and instructions issued by the City Planning Commission. 

I commit to participating fully in all research activities, fieldworks, meetings, trainings, and reporting obligations 
assigned by KMC/CPC. 

I agree to maintain confidentiality, integrity, and ethical conduct throughout the research period. 

 

Applicant’s Signature:  
 

Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kathmandu Metropolitan City 

Metropolitan Research Fellowship Program for Fiscal Year 2082/083 

Evaluation Score Sheet  

A. Applicant Information 

Field Details 

Applicant Name  

Preferred Topic  

Proposal Defense Date  

Evaluator(s)  

B. Evaluation Framework 

1. Research Design and Feasibility (40 Marks) 

1.1 Subject Relevance and Prior Understanding (10 Marks);    Score: ______ /10 

Assesses the applicant’s understanding of the research subject and its relevance to the selected Topic. 

1.2 Clarity of Research Objectives and Expected Outcomes (15 Marks);  Score: ______ /15 

Evaluates clarity in research purpose, expected results, and anticipated impact. 

1.3 Research Methodology (10 Marks); Score: ______ /10 

Assesses the use and suitability of quantitative, qualitative, or mixed research methods and research design. 

1.4 Logical Structure and Time Feasibility (5 Marks); Score: ______ /5 

Evaluates logical flow of the proposal and its feasibility within the given time frame. 

Subtotal (1): Research Design and Feasibility = ______ /40 

2. Significance of Expected Outcomes (30 Marks) 

2.1 Policy and Implementation Relevance (15 Marks); Score: ______ /15 

Assesses the extent to which the research supports municipal policymaking and service delivery. 

2.2 Innovation and Knowledge Contribution (10 Marks); Score: ______ /10 

Evaluates originality, innovation, or contribution to validating/improving existing concepts and practices. 

2.3 Scholarly Support and Literature Review (5 Marks); Score: ______ /5 

Assesses the use of relevant academic sources and literature grounding. 

Subtotal (2): Significance of Expected Outcomes = ______ /30 

3. Applicant Qualification and Experience (10 Marks) 

3.1 Research Background and Publications (10 Marks); Score: ______ /10 

Evaluates previous research experience, publications, or academic contributions related to the proposed topic. 

4. Presentation (20 Marks); Score: ______ /20 

Assesses overall quality of proposal presentation, structure, clarity, and articulation during evaluation or defense. 

FINAL SCORE SUMMARY 

Component Score 

Research Design & Feasibility ____ /40 

Significance of Outcomes ____ /30 

Applicant Qualification ____ /10 

Presentation (Proposal Defense) ____ /20 

Total Score ____ /100 

Remarks: 

 

 

Evaluator Signature: ___________________________ 
Date: ___________________ 

 


